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Introduction:

The Psalmist of Psalm 139 is having a chat with God. It is personal and intimate. Yet, it can be our personal psalm as well.
God, you know everything there is to know about me. How you do it, is beyond me. This is only part of your mystery.

You have known me before I was even formed. Nothing was hidden from you

Next, comes the section, that is not in our assigned reading of the day.

Where can I go from your spirit?
    Or where can I flee from your presence?
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9 If I take the wings of the morning
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,
    and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
    and the light around me become night,”
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;
    the night is as bright as the day,
    for darkness is as light to you.

There is no place to hide, even if we wanted to do so.

If this is true for me, and you, then it is for those who sleep on the streets of our cities, as I just saw it in Hollywood, California. It is true for my neighbor who is in prison in Stanley, Wisconsin.

It is with the parents and children who are separated from each other by our immigration officials along our southern borders.
God is also aware and with those who are lonely, hungry, sick and afraid.

Then the Psalmist tries to count the thoughts of God. He compares them with the sand. But he never knew that that there are more suns in the universe than all the grains of sand on our entire planet.
So, how does this make you feel, to know that God knows all there is to know about us- warts and all?

Every time I read this, I must admit that there is fear that floods me.

Then on reflection, I come to realize what I knew in my head, but not in my heart, that God is a God of grace and love.

God has always known me, and yet, still loves me. God still loves all God’s creation. God loves all the nations, the street people, the terrorists, the nobodies and even the rich.
If you are like me, when this fear floods me, I immediately think: what can I do better, so God will like me.

This is classic “stinkin thinkin.”

God has not just liked us. God has always, always, always loved us!

Our Old Testament lesson for today is the call of God to Samuel. 

A person in Desperate Preachers.com signed as BY.

“ How often does God call us and we respond with an attitude of "It's not my job" or "as long as I don't open my big mouth I'll get out of this one"  What did God know about the church at Corinth? They definitely don't have a good reputation. And still God called them in the midst of their lack of discipline and bad habits. Didn't God know what they were like? Did he miss sexual sins or the prostitute that hung around? Or did he call them first and them work on changing their faults as they learned more of his love. Ever have a known prostitute come to your worship? Were they then loved in such a way that their lives might change or were they outcast because their lives were not yet right? What could God have been doing calling such people to his church? He just couldn't know much about them! And look at Nathanael. Another Jew who didn't want to believe. Just what Jesus needed! He had one of the original disciples tell him about Jesus and still he didn't believe. What was God up to? Jesus had enough problems keeping the folks who willingly followed him in line without someone like Nathanael. Just think he had to keep an eye on Peter. Just keeping him alive could be a full time job. He'd be living on a mountain top or drowned in the sea if not for Jesus. Jesus needed a good solid believer not another stubborn doubter. God couldn't know much about Nathanael or he wouldn't have chosen him. Right? 
The Psalm reading pulls it all together. God knows all about us and still loves us enough to die for us. God knows!! Not just thinks he knows or is a lucky guesser. God knows!”
This amazing God knows all there is to know about us and still loves us and died for us. 

We are so blessed, yet most of the world knows none of this gracious good news from God!

Don’t you think God wants each of us to do something to love God back?
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