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Introduction:

Every Jew, who takes their faith seriously, begins with circumcision. If you are not circumsized, you are not in. You are an outsider, a gentile, a foreigner, a reject of God. You are to be shunned, shamed, and rejected in whatever manner enters your mind.
We have no idea how amazing is the story of the conversion of Saul to Paul. He was a perfectionist as an orthodox Jew. He was the perfect example of what every Jew, worth his salt, wanted to be like.

His conversion, where he was struck blind, saw all this ritual, form, passion, rules and legalism come crashing down into a pile of ashes.

Saul, before his conversion, was the perfect snob. In the eyes of Jews he was perfect in everyway. In the eyes of God seen through Christ, he started to get it right. 

God loved everyone!

You did not need circumcision. You needed to see that through the blood of Jesus, everyone in the world was seen and valued and loved equally. 

Our scriptural mandate as a member of the United Church of Christ agrees with this, when we say: “That they may all be one.”

Our ministry as a people of faith  begins and ends  in the local church. We may be small, but our goal is the same: “That they may all be one.”

There is no other dream, wish or aim that is higher. Our politics, our every day relationships , our world vision is 
“That they all be one.”
Paul sees Christ’s desire as a reconciliation of the world. Reconciliation is another name for United.

 Christ has abolished the entire law, where it disagrees with his dream of a new humanity, thus making peace and destroying what is hostile and divisive throughout the world.

We all know about walls. Especially walls that divide. We all know about ways our city, county, state, nation and other nations disagree.

Christ came to proclaim peace. He desires unity.

We all have our list of people we call strangers and maybe aliens. We disagree on hundreds of issues, but Christ says these are like trash and dung, when our goal is love, peace, justice and compassion.
In God’s eyes says Paul:

2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God,

2:20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.

2:21 In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord;

2:22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
Conclusion:

In our Gospel lesson of the day, Jesus makes this observation:

6:34 As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

Do you see what Jesus sees? Our world is like sheep without a shepherd. Always remember, Jesus, the Christ, is the Shepherd!
He wants us united!
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