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Introduction:

Have you come to church for your weekly scolding?

I am as guilty as any about seeing weaknesses in the church and congregation, and chewing on them. So, what is the assumption behind such a chewing out? Is your assumption, that, if the pastor is critical in some way, you are not a Christian and stop doing something so you can become a Christian? If so, think again!

But, we need to look at this from a different perspective.

The Apostle Paul reminds us of a significant difference. 
You are a Christian. Period!

This list is how Christians live. Be that kind of person.

You may have heard me say this in the past. To try to be something shows you are not that which you want to be.

Paul is saying you are being that Christian already, and here are some more ways to sharpen your skill to be a better Christian.

Put away false hood.

Speak truth

Be angry but do not sin.

Make no room for evil

Give up stealing

Work honestly

Share with the needy

Let no evil talk come out of your mouth

Speak only what will be useful for building up others

You are marked with a seal for the day of redemption -this means you are a Christian already.

Put away bitterness, wrath, anger, wrangling, slander and malice

Two words caught my eye and I want to speak to them.

What is wrangling and malice?

Wrangling

ntransitive verb
1: to dispute angrily or peevishly : bicker
2: to engage in argument or controversy
transitive verb
1: to obtain by persistent arguing or maneuvering : wangle
2
[back-formation from wrangler]

: to herd and care for (livestock and especially horses) on the range
Definition of malice
1: desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to another 
· an attack motivated by pure malice
2: intent to commit an unlawful act or cause harm without legal justification or excuse 
· ruined her reputation and did it with malice
racism and sexism as examples

Now, continuing with Paul’s list

Be kind

Tenderhearted

Forgiving (and he reminds them – God in Christ has forgiven you.)

Be imitators of God.

Live in love

So, here is Paul, leading by example to us today.
We are already Christians, here are some ways you sharpen your ability to be more Christ-like.

Rudolph Bultmann, a famous theologian said this:

He used the old sexist phrase “HE”. I have changed this.
The one who is already loved can love;

The one who has been trusted can trust;

The one who has been an object of devotion can give himself.

Go forth, and be what you already are a person given to God as Christ-like as possible.
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