
Doing Good for Who?
David J. Stratton
September 30, 2018
Esther 7: 1-6, 9-10, 9: 20-22 
Psalm 124 
James 5: 13-20
Mark 9: 38-50 

Introduction:

We have all heard of Unitarians. Are you aware of their full name?

It is Unitarian Universalist Church. There are some Christians, who get all hung up about both this group and the word –universalist or universalism.
The Unitarians except non Christians to be one of them.

Technically, so should we. All are welcome, they just may not believe like we do.
As for the world “universalist”, it makes some Christians shudder, because it implies for them, that all people in the world will be saved.

The story of the man casting out demons in Jesus’ name is very troubling for these purists, that I have just named.

But, it may be our problem, too? Jesus is pointing out that if that person or those persons are doing good in Jesus’ name, that is enough.

What Jesus was and is after is results. Are you producing results that show love, compassion, forgiveness and generosity?
Yet, I suggest this passage says something else as well. When you do good, do people know you are doing it in Jesus’ name?

Steve Souther, who I quoted last week, says this about the text this week. 
“The issue is righteousness. And it incorrectly
is assumed that it comes from us, not God.”

There is a false idea out there, that if we believe correctly, that is enough to please God.

Going back to last Sunday’s text and the reference of Jesus placing a child in the center of the Disciples, Steve says this.

“ The 'little ones' Jesus mentions
haven't adopted this idea of righteousness (the
foundation of paganism). It is God's
righteousness, not ours that brings about the
power. Being a little one, like the child Jesus
holds up as a role model for disciples, dependent
(and trusting) upon God, is where righteousness
comes into play.”
Notice there is a difference between those who believe they are good enough and God’s righteousness. But, that is not enough, what is being talked about here is Power. Power in Jesus’ name to to good.

We need to consciously and intentionally do good in Jesus’ name. Furthermore, we dare not withhold doing good, because it is a contradiction and denial that  “God so loved the world.”

Conclusion:

Remember I started out talking about the Unitarians?

They or any other group that practices good is not to be criticized. Our Call is to do it in Jesus’ name.
2

