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Introduction:

Oh, goody, we have one of those sermons from a text no one wants to hear. The young man or the rich young man comes to Jesus and the more he talks, the more we all want to go have coffee and see how all our friends are this week.
He has it all. He is young. He has money. We do not know how he got it. We could spend the rest of the morning, whether he inherited it, or was it dishonest and a fast buck, which he does not see as bad.

He had to be good looking, he had everything else. Then to top it off he practices religious purity, and apparently succeeds fully, and was very good at it compared to the rest of us. When you study this a lot, you want to stick your tongue down your throat and gag!

He is an embarrassment to the rest of us and there is no way for us to wiggle out of it. Don’t we all have a wee bit of jealousy about this guy?
Then, just when we want Jesus to sock-it-to-him, the text tells us that Jesus looks on him and loves him.

But, of course, we already know the outcome, and when this man goes away, now we feel bad for him.

Jesus does not rattle off all the commandments:
 'You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.'"
So, what commands did he not list?  Does it matter? Jesus loves him.

He left out: 
No other gods before me.

You shall not make any graven images.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord.

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

We do not know, but why would Jesus leave out the first 4 commandments?

When Jesus called the disciples, he saw one of them under a fig tree, before he was introduced to Jesus. 

I assume it is safe for us to believe, that Jesus knew this man well enough to know he seemed to practiced the first 4 commandments without having to be reminded of them.

But, what does all this have to say to us on this Sunday morning 2000 years later?

Here is a story that may help to make the point we need to hear.
On page 26 of the September 26 issue of the Christian Century magazine, a person said:

“ A few years ago, in crisis, I went to a local Christian spiritual center and was assigned a spiritual director who was an elderly Catholic sister. She listened to my story, and she told me two simple things. First, that God is love. Second, pointing her finger at me with firmness and affection, she said; “remember, you are poor.” She explained: you do not have the resources to save yourself, fix your problems, or change the world- only God does. Perhaps she saw my temptation to believe in my own ability and responsibility for my life, in no small part because of my many possessions: great education, successful work life, health insurance, retirement savings, and a house full of stuff. I am tempted to believe that, based on my own effort and knowledge, I can achieve- am supposed to achieve- a spiritual life, a godly life, eternal life.

Conclusion:

All of you, like me, may be a very slow learner. If I ever knew, did I forget that only God has the power and decision to save. As much as we might do good, we do not do the saving-  God does.

We are all like the rich young man. May God’s grace look lovingly on us.
God help me to let go of making my possessions, too important, compared to following you.

you do not have the resources to save yourself, fix your problems, or change the world- only God does.
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