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Introduction:

Today we have the story of the poor widow, who gave two coins worth a penny as her offering to the Lord.
Where do we begin?

I personally do not know anyone that poor. Do you?

I am sure that there are too many in our world in this extreme condition. A homeless, unemployed person could be in this horrible state. 

But, Jesus sees through this situation to the gift to God.
Steve Souther, who I have quoted on several occasions, says:

“Jesus lifts this widow up as more important
than the Scribes, who command the most respect in
the market place. She is the one in the story that
no one takes up for her (Scribes knew full well
that was their duty, but stole from her instead).
But Jesus took up her cause and this is the good
news.”

Another story of faithful extravagance comes from Rev. Peter E. Heinrichs:

Consider the story of Shona Bailey, a young woman who was murdered in Harlem. Shona didn’t have much. For lack of money, this bright attractive  young woman had to drop out of college. Did she then try to get out of the shaky, perilous  neighborhood of her youth and make something of her looks and brains in a safer environment? No, She went back to be a Girl Scout leader on 135th st. She went back to affirm the Scout pledge to “protect and improve the world around me.” She had big dreams… but for now she took the girls to learn karate, helped them understand the Black Muslim movement, and taught them…. Then she was raped and murdered on her way home… She, like the woman who put two pence in the temple offering, gave everything she had. And the difference between her life as a stupid tragedy and her life as a powerful witness is whether we are willing, like Shona, to give what we have.

After her death one of Shona’s Scouts said something extraordinary in its simplicity, and you would have to remember the world those kids grew up in. The Scout said, “Shona was going to teach us to sit at a table and use the right fork.” Such a small thing… But it was small gift that gave so much hope.”

We have our own story of scouts and leaders right here in Eau Claire. No one started that day to do anything but give some good to their community.

Remember the Scout pledge to “protect and improve the world around me.”

But, that leader and her scouts gave their all.

Anyone who is down trodden and oppressed, Jesus
is taking their side. Disciples and anyone
listening had better do this too. “

Conclusion:

The leaders of our day, who hold positions of power are the Scribes of yesterday.

Of course, the church is a place where that power is also given through our tithes and offerings.
Today we hear this story and for some we are the widow, but no one else may know?

For others, we maybe the Scribes criticizing and making sure everyone poor stays in their place. That is what walls, gates and fences are made for.

Jesus is still teaching and pointing the way to compassion and justice. The widow’s gift was for the needy! 

Could it be that we are the needy?
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