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Introduction:

The Apostle Paul is writing to the church at Thessalonica. This church was under great persecution at that time, and Paul is telling them they are not forgotten, and deeply loved by him and his followers. Prayers are offered daily on their behalf. What a great line is offered in his desire to come and visit them once again.
“we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.”

We may not know what you are thinking and feeling right now, and the distant and time it takes to send letters is long, but we want to restore whatever it is that takes away your faith.

I have this same kind of thought when I am gone such as this past week in Seattle. I pray for you. I wonder how you are all doing? What if anything needs to be renewed or restored in your faith, when I return?

May your love continue and even increase with each other and our community as God has taught us.  May we even be blameless before God at Jesus’ coming, when he comes again.
In our gospel lesson of the day Jesus gives this warning of the end times. 

This scripture is called apocalyptic, which means 

1: of, relating to, or resembling an apocalypse/apocalyptic events
2: forecasting the ultimate destiny of the world : PROPHETICapocalyptic warnings
3: foreboding imminent disaster or final doom : TERRIBLEapocalyptic signs of the coming end-times
Could Paul have been thinking of these words of Jesus as he sees the difficult times the Thessalonians were going through?

Conclusion:

Today, our own world is changing so rapidly in so many ways.

Climate change, earthquakes, Tsunamis, Hurricanes, wild fires, chaos in our government leadership, and caravans of refugees being labeled as illegal aliens, when they have their paper work with them for requesting citizenship, are the signs we have now of  what Jesus preached so long ago.
Today begins Advent.  A time of Coming. A time of Hope for something new and better. A time for looking for newness as only God can give it. A time to not be afraid. 

Remember the words of Jesus:

1:34 "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly,

21:35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth.

21:36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
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