
Love and Respect Over Tradition!
David J. Stratton
January 6, 2019
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Colossians 3: 12-17
Ephesians 3:1-12
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Introduction:

Here is what I said last week.

First, I suggested that we all read the passage in Luke called the “Magnificat once each month.

This is a new month and I am going to read it again, so you do not need to now. Just remember Luke 2: 41-52.

This past week there was a program on TV called the something like “the lost years of Jesus.”  There is nothing recorded between this scripture of Jesus at the temple and his coming to John the Baptist to be baptized..

I got to thinking about the thoughts of Mary in what is called the “Magnificat” and the space between until Jesus is twelve years of age.
Mary would have been his primary teacher. She knows the Jewish culture from the underside of Israel. She did not live in Jerusalem. She did not have the culture, sophistication, the money, education and power of the elite of the day. 

Listen to her message to Elizabeth:

1:46b "My soul magnifies the Lord,

1:47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

1:48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
She is blessed without making poverty and social status a virtue.

This is an aside, but it would be a good thing to see those with less than we have as Mary and treat them as such.
Here is what God has taught her.

1:49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

1:50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

1:51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

1:52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;

1:53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
There is no social, political or economic status in God’s view. 
Listen, as she ends her message:

1:54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,

1:55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
All this is said to Elizabeth before the birth of Jesus.

Now, after the birth of Jesus comes the so-called Wisemen.”
They are warned in a dream by God to return home in a different direction. Joseph, too, is warned in a dream to flee to Egypt. So, what is it like to flee in the night to a foreign nation, and remain there indefinitely tell you hear from God again? So, again Mary and Joseph travel, now with a new born baby, not to a home town, but to an entirely different environment. This makes a tremendous impact on Mary and adds to the knowledge she has to teach Jesus at a later date.
Conclusion:
We need to notice and remember this family is no ordinary Jewish family. They have lived with non-Jews and not been indoctrinated into the stale Jewish Tradition, that the rest of Israel is saturated into believing. So, whether we reflect on Jesus shocking the religious leaders in the temple or relating to all kinds of stranger in his ministry. He lacks prejudice and relates to them all as equals.
What we need to remind ourselves today is the current regime is totally dedicated to divide our nation and our world into hate groups. Love one another still overrides the politics of our day as Jesus taught.
4

