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Introduction: 
This is Black History month. This month is a pause from a government shutdown. The scriptures of the day all deal with some kind of privilege or lack there of.

I had lunch this week with Rev. Don Frank. He has preached for me on several occasions here at Truax. He cannot drive anymore, so I take him. He still goes to lectionary study with me each week.

What does all this have in common? All of these situations deal with someone who was or is what we call a “contrarian.”

Martin Luther King as a contrarian lead this country and the world to look at Blackness from a different point of view.
Regardless of your politics the government shutdown was an experience of a contrarian point of view by someone.
The scriptures of the day are all from a contrarian point of view neither appreciated or accepted by the Jewish people in those days.

Don Frank is a contrarian. He loves to take the other side of what ever point of view is being discussed, and debate with others to learn what they know and do not know about the subject.
He has been that way most of his life, and I want you to know what a treasure that is for me and for all of us, whether we like it or not.
What I have learned from Don is this. If you want to influence someone, you need to see both sides of an issue. The more you know about something you do not like or do not agree with, the more you can defend what you do agree.

So, Don and I over lunch talked about the scriptures for today. As he listened to me tell what the texts were about, he shared his contrarian perspective on each story.

All the illustrations Jesus talked about to the home town folks were about God touching the lives of non Jews. 

Because the home town folks wanted Jesus to perform some miracles for them as he had done elsewhere, they got more angry as they sensed he was not going to do any such thing with them. 

There was a huge sense of privilege in the Jewish Tradition of that day, that reinforced for them, that somehow, they were more special than everyone else in the world, on how God loved them.

These stories of Jesus took that privilege away. Furthermore, it clarified forever that “God so loved the world” as much as the Jews.

I have been reading a book entitled “Paul” written by NT Wright. He is a famous New Testament scholar.
He builds the case for understanding Saul, one of the best educated Jews of all history, to become Paul, the follower of Christ. He, too, was a contrarian. He saw the flaw in the Tradition’s privilege of Judiasm. Jesus Christ was the Messiah and he came for the entire world, and not just the Jews.

Today we have his famous scripture we call the love chapter.

Listen as I read it to you. Notice what is not there. There is no special privilege; there is no separateness of race, nationality or even of political or religious persuasion. 
13:1 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

13:2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

13:3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

13:4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 

13:5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 

13:6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

13:7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

13:8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 

13:9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 

13:10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 

13:11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 

13:12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

13:13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
There was no greed, jealousy, pettiness, mean spiritedness, no divisiveness, no put downs or insults.

Yet, Paul had experienced it all personally. 

As a contrarian, he knew it all. 
I suggest that, this message of love is the solution to all that is wrong with even us, yet to this very day.
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