Believing and Following!
David J. Stratton
January 27, 2019
Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 
I Corinthians 12: 12- 31a
Luke 4: 14- 21 

Introduction: 
This morning Jennie has read the story of Nehemiah finding the scroll hidden in the crumbled remains of the wall of Jerusalem. Today we need a history lesson.

Israel through its faithlessness has been punished by God through the Babylonian invasion. They take the strong and abled back to Babylon as slaves. They also take the young and the intellectuals of the city with them as well. Over the many years of captivity not all the captives remained loyal to Israel’s God. Nehemiah is obviously one of the younger men, who have remained faithful. He is the cup bearer for the king. This means he tastes the wine before the king drinks it, so it is not poisoned. He is trusted, he is respected, he is well reasoned and knows how to lead and rule from watching the king and listening to his leaders conduct business.
God calls him to ask the king to go the Jerusalem and rebuild the city.

The king and his wise men agree this is a worthy project and they can trust Nehemiah in his efforts. He is very well equipped by the king to go to Jerusalem.

The rebuilding of the walls is slow and detailed for us to appreciate the careful planning and many obstacles that go into the reconstruction. 

Also, picture the slow progress, the keeping of the faith, and probably many things tried but did not work, until they got it right. Now compare it with the relatively short time our own building projects happened, and we thought we had problems!

This whole long story occurs long before anything happens in what is now what we call the New Testament.

It is for us to see and remember the long progression of God’s faithfulness throughout this history down to the present time where we live.

The stage is finally set for the coming of the Messiah, which we call Jesus Christ.

In our gospel lesson of today, we find what he will be like and be doing in yet another prophet Isaiah. Even the reading and announcing of who he is starts with an explosion of disbelief.

But, notice what is said right at the beginning of our reading this day. 

4:14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 

4:15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
So, the stage is set, will they believe him, and will they follow 
Him?

Of course, we know what happened, they forced him out, and tried 

to throw him over a cliff.

Rick in Canada shares this caution:

I think we need to be very careful about this.

This is one of those passages which remind us that
we are not really called to "believe in
Jesus." This reminds us that we are called
to "follow" Jesus.

We are called to follow Jesus into the messy
reality of politics, because that is how humans do
things together (granted, not necessarily
well...).

We are called to follow Jesus into the messy realm
of the Spirit, who blows through all kinds of
unholy situations with a cleansing kiss of love
(even for the unlovable).

We are called to follow Jesus into the messiness
of poverty, where everybody knows what everybody
ELSE should do, but no one listens to those who
are most affected.

We are called to follow Jesus into the messy world
of for-profit prisons, in which people are once
again treated as commodities, but it's ok because
they are labeled "criminals," and if
they had only behaved themselves, they wouldn't be
in this predicament.
(Let’s remember all those children taken from their parents are in for-profit prisons.)

We are called to follow Jesus into the messy world
of raising awareness, helping the privileged see
how blind they are to the sufferings of those who
are not like them.

We are called to follow Jesus into the messy realm
of analyzing how existence is imposed on the
powerless by the power structures we have invented
(and maybe needing to repent/change direction for
the sake of faithfulness to the call we have
received).

We are called to follow Jesus into the historical
time of today, and learning that God is coming
today, in order to free people today, in order to
free creation today, in order to set US free
today.

Dare we believe that this scripture will be
fulfilled in OUR hearing this Sunday?
Conclusion:

As much as I agree with “Rick in Canada”, I do not know how you and I in Truax UCC follow? Much if not all of Rick’s comments may not be where you and I can do anything, but pray. But we are doing and believing, and may we continue to search for what else may need to be done even by us?
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