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Introduction: 
Today, you may have decided that I have lost my mind?

Who would ever think on Palm Sunday of all days, we would think of the following subject- Satire.

Definition of satire
1 : a literary work holding up human vices and follies to ridicule or scorn 
2 : trenchant wit, irony, or sarcasm used to expose and discredit vice or folly
It seems to me, that much of what we see and hear about Jesus especially during Holy Week is a man who has given up. He does not say a word before all those that he could discredit, out debate and humiliate with ease.
But, we are getting a head of our story at this point.

The so called Triumphal Entry is full of digs, jabs and other hints that probably have flown over the heads of even the Saints for years, but they are there.

Our definition says satire is a literary work, but Jesus lives it. He is holding up human vices and follies to ridicule.

How? He comes to town on an unbroken Donkey.

We have several people in this church that have horses. My understanding of how to break a horse is anything but easy. But, what I hear is that it is much more difficult to break a donkey. So, we begin with Jesus riding into town on an unbroken donkey.

Did you know Jesus was a donkey whisperer?

But, for a moment let us go back to the gospel of John and remember something he says:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,  and without him not one thing came into being.

This includes donkeys!

If every an unbroken donkey was going to cooperate, would it not be with the very one that created it?

On the other side of the city the Roman Governor was coming to town as well. With war horses and chariots and weapons of was beyond number. Jesus, the creator, created those animals as well. But, the entire comparison of these two events is Jesus’ way of poking fun at the Romans, and to hold up the folly of all military power. He was discrediting Rome by being so humble against such a power play.
The military is known for force. It forces itself on others. Jesus on the other hand does everything by choice. You make the choice. Will you follow him? You are in control of the choices you make and the people you will relate to and respect.

Next, he does not set up a command center, so there is us vs. them.

He goes back to Bethany.

When Jesus is arrested and returns to the city, he responds in a very uncharacteristic manner. We know him to lead, to teach and to be in control.

Now his silence in front of his accusers is like he has given up.

But has he? 

Again, we need to remember the words said on the way in what we call the Triumphal Entry.

19:37 As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 

19:38 saying, "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!" 

19:39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." 

19:40 He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out."

Jesus still is in control. 
Think about it. If Jesus can create and be in control of an untamed donkey, He also is in control of the rocks, and horses the Romans are riding on. He could have stoned the entire army coming into Jerusalem, but he did not choose force.

Conclusion:

Who of us have not had a moment or two when we wanted Jesus to zap someone with lightning, because we are so angry with them?

We want force. Jesus uses love, mercy and compassion. But he also uses Satire to poke fun at naïve and foolish people who do not understand, respect or trust him.
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