
A New Way to Love!
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13: 31-35
Introduction:

For this week and next week, we find Jesus giving his farewell message to his disciples. He starts out in a strange place for us today. He has just announced that he will be betrayed. He has just ordered Judas to go and do what he has to do.

How strange, that Jesus would see his betrayal as a way of being glorified. And now he includes God, the Father, as being glorified, too.

Because we do not keep reminding ourselves that Jesus and the Father are one, we almost miss the point here. But, because Jesus and God, the Father are one, his next verse makes sense now.

13:32  “If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.”
I have personally found it a put down by Jesus, when he refers to them as “little children”. But, on further reflection, I realize it is a term of love and endearment. These are his very special of friends. 

I confess, I do not know why or what Jesus means in the phrase

“You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'”

Of course, we know now that we cannot come to be with Jesus, yet.
But the real meat of the text is the next verse. 
13:34  “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”
Many of the sayings of Jesus can be found in philosophers and other religions. This also is used as a denial of Jesus being anything special. But, here is the point.

To love this one called Jesus, is to love the suffering, death and resurrection of the one that first loves us. Nobody else comes close in loving like this.

God is being glorified in this kind of love. 

Loving one another without loving Father, Son and Holy Spirit is nice, but very shallow, and frankly meaningless as viewed through the larger picture of the universe.

We see this very clearly as we read the book of Acts today. Loving Jesus breaks us out of the box of only caring for ourselves. 
The Apostle Paul is our best example here. He left everything and started loving, caring and preaching to literally everyone else on earth.

A person called LI Lay Servant helps us see this more clearly.
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	What I love about v. 34 is that Jesus takes it up
a notch. In the other Gospels he gives the Golden
Rule ...treat others as you want to be treated.
But in this instruction they (and we) are told to
love the way that JESUS loves. That is different.
There are lots of examples of how he went beyond
imagining what others would want and then doing
only that. Instead of giving some what they
requested, he gave them what he knew they needed. 
Instead of doing for others what could be expected
to be done in return, he gave sacrificially. He
crossed all kinds of social and political barriers
to show love to people. Here is "How to Love
2.0": Don't just imaging what you want and
then do it; imaging what Jesus would do, and do
that.


Jesus points out what the disciples have yet to even think about.

13:35  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
Conclusion:

The disciples certainly do not get it, that Jesus is about to suffer and die. It is way beyond them to see he will rise again. But, they can get it about loving others and totally outside the Jewish Tradition of loving my, me and mine.
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