
Unity!
Acts 16:6-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17: 20-26
Introduction:

I have read from several sources, that this scripture is the true Lord’s Prayer, and the one we recite every Sunday is the Disciple’s prayer.

Jesus is having a chat with God, the Father. The entire text is about oneness and unity. How Jesus and God, the Father are one, and how he so desires the world to know he has been sent by God, the Father.

It is amazing to me, that he speaks of the glory God, the Father, has given him, and he has given to his followers. Are you aware of the glory God has given you? I think it relates to the relationship we have in both God, and in all who believe in Jesus as God. It comes from God for our loving as God loves.
It is like this prayer is a repeat of I am telling you, what I am going to say, then I am telling you what I say, and then I am telling you, what I have said. 

And what is he telling us? He and the Father are one, and all who believe in Him are also one with him and one another.

This oneness is to show the world that you have sent me, says Jesus. But it is also to show the world, that you have loved the world as much as you love me.

Jesus goes on to say, 

17:25 "Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me.”

It might have not have occurred to you, but it is increasingly clear to me, that the world does not know who God really is, or what God is really like. 

This God, who created this universe, and seeks unity for all creation, cannot be the God approving of world leaders who want to divide and feed destruction of the very unity he proclaims.

In the reading I have done this week, it was said, that the Christian church is like an orchestra. It has many different instruments, which play the same message of Christ’s love and desire for unity, but state it in different ways.
Steve Souther, who I have quoted to you before on other Sundays, says this about our text.


“The unity Jesus prays for is the one he modeled
with his disciples, and with the Father of course.
When Peter denied him while he was being tried and
was in his most trying hour, he never considered
breaking off with Peter. Jesus still maintained
this unity to the end and beyond. It wasn't based
on either performance or agreement. 
This goes way beyond the unity we think about.”

This is another way of showing the extreme grace God shows to us all through accepting Peter.
Our New Testament lesson for today tells the story of the disciples spending their night in jail singing and praising God.
It shows us the amazing way God’s unity works. The jailer and his entire family become believers in this God of unity, who are rightly amazed that the prisoners did not escape or even walk out of their cells.
Conclusion:

Today, we have that same decision to make. Will we praise God for his love for all creation, and allow the chains of all that divide us be left behind, so prejudice, mean spiritedness, and inequality do not separate us from such a loving Great God and each other?
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