
Slow Faith!
Isaiah 5: 1-7
Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19
Hebrews 11: 29- 12: 2
Luke 12: 49- 56
Introduction:

When I looked through the scriptures last Monday, there was absolutely nothing I saw that gave an idea for a sermon this morning. This happened every single day this week.

I forget how it was said, but Rev. Don Frank said this week something to the effect, that God does not give you insights and guidance before you need it!

Never was this more clear than this week.

Homiletics is one of my resources I read each week. As I looked over the material for today’s text, I found what was needed.
The writes tells the story of anyone trying to go from Los Angeles to San Francisco on Interstate 5. On a good lucky day you can do it in five hours. It has 3 to 8 lanes in many places and most of the time will still take you 8 hours and not 5 to make the trip. I have driven on about half this trip, so I partially speak from experience.

There are always dreamers trying to figure out how to do things better. In 2015 some one you may have heard of came up with the idea you could build what they named a Hyperloop. It would be a transit system like the bullet trains you hear about in Japan and Europe. This system would make the trip in 30 minutes  at 600 mph. The Hyperloop is the brainchild of Tesla Motors and SpaceX entrepreneur Elon Musk. He is building a $6 billon  test track to see if it will work.
The writer of Hebrews reminds us that real human change usually isn’t fast, nor does it happen in a straight line. There is no hyperloop holiness. The path of faith requires more patience and perserverance than power  and propulsion.
Hebrews 11 is what we call our “Faith Chapter”. 

The writer for this article uses the history of Israel as an example of the kind of slow moving progress that many followers of Jesus make toward the destination of Christ-like holiness.

“These “heroes” of the faith  have their flaws,” says the author, and their mistakes and missteps are as familiar to us as their triumphs.”

In our text vs 13-14 we find these words.

“All these  died in faith, without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth.”

40 years in the wilderness was one of their speeds.

The people listed in the text is Gideon, Barak, Samason, Jephthah, David, and they all blew it at some point.

Yet with all their flaws, dysfunction and bad decision making  God was able to use each one. It was their faith and perseverance that ruled the day.

Conclusion:

We in the church of Truax know we have no 600 mph inventions in our brain for science or for faith, but we remain faithful

Who of us have not heard our kids say, “Are we there yet?”

No, we are not there yet, but we have that promise and we cling to it though chaos seems to rule our world as it seems to ignore the will of God. 

Praise God from whom all creatures flow. Jesus Christ is still the answer regardless of the questions. Keep the faith!
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