Equality in Love!
Jeremiah 18: 1-11
Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14: 25-33
Introduction:
Two weeks ago, I said, “I did not want to preach from the text of the day.”  Today, I have two choices; One to preach on hating your parents and family, or preaching on slavery? Or maybe I could combine the two, which on the surface sounds just as meaningless.

So, let’s start with Philemon. 

Philemon was a runaway slave. A runaway slave was as good as dead if they got caught. They are taken back to their owner, and the owner can do absolutely anything they want, to punish that slave.
In our story today, we find Philemon has become a Christian.

His actual name Philemon means “useful”. Paul surprisingly has also converted Philemon’s slave owner Onesimus. 
Paul is sending a letter to Onesimus by his former slave Philemon to accept his slave back again, and to receive him into his house as a brother in Christ. He reminds Onesimus, that this useless slave is now coming home to become useful both to Onesimus and to the cause of Christ as a new convert. He wants this slave owner to be totally unorthodox in how to treat a runaway slave. 
Onesimus is in more than a double bind in what to do with this slave. He could punish him in all kinds of ways including death. He is being asked by his friend, Paul, to do a radical new thing.

Forgive him with no punishment, which is unheard of in that society. This could create chaos with his other slaves, who may then runaway themselves; also, 50% of the Roman population of that day was slaves. There was no way this news will remain a secret. He will be ostracized by his friends as colleagues for rejecting the folkways and mores of the day, which means he will become an outcast. 

But, if he accepts him back as a brother, the church will praise him, and this will be a tremendous witness for Christ in a land that knows little to nothing about his faith.
Now, if we go to the gospel lesson of the day, we find Jesus talking about hating your mother and father and sister and brother.

I do not know Greek, which was the original language of the New Testament. But, if you put these two stories together you find there is no treatment of a pecking order in Christianity. We are all equal in the sight of God, and Christ is always above all other creation. 
Our task is to treat all people: family, slaves, foreigners and aliens as equal in our relationships.

In our day, we have a problem of those who are white supremacists saying this no longer what we are to believe.

It also contradicts a basic passage in the Bible, which says, “Love one another as Love is of God.”  There is no pecking order in Love.

Our relationships are to always have equal dignity and love in them. Christ is above them all!
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